A esa of Fun ona 1 String for Children of All Ages 


Chris Ciosek Sets 
New World Record 

Chris Ciosek, a Team Yomega Pro 
Demonstrator, recently set a new world 
yo-yo record for the most yo-yo tricks 
performed in one minute. Chris 
competed in a “Yo-Yo Off* on the Fox 
Show “Guinness Records Primetime” on 
Dec. 1 with “Fast Eddy McDonald, who 
completed 24 tricks in one minute. 
Chris hit 30 tricks. Check the 
internet or your local listings for 
the latest details lie reruns of 
that show. 

If you'd like to see if you can 
best Chris’s record, here is the trick 
list in the order they attempted then: 

1. Gravity Pull, 2. Hop the 
Fence, 3. Forward Pass, 4. Loop the 
Loop, 5. Outside Loop the Loop, 6. 
Over the Falls, 7, Three Leaf Clover, 
8. Shoot the Moon, 9. Lariat, 10. 

Sidewinder, 11. Rattlesnake, 12. 
UFO/Sleeping Beauty, 13, Sleeper, 14 
Walk the Dog, 15. Breakaway, 16. 
Creeper, 17. Around the Corner, 18. 
Eating Spaghetti, 19. Pinwheel, 20 
Elevator, 21. Confederate Flag, 22. 
One-Handed Star, 23, Two-Handed Star, 
24. Eiffel Tower, 25. Spelling Yo, 26. 
Rock the Baby, 27. Around the World, 
28. Reverse Around the World, 29. Skin 
the Cat/Tidal Wave, 30. Thread the 
Needle/Monkey Climb the String, 31. 
Restart/Stop and Go, 32. Man on the 
Flying Trapeze, 33. Double Wan on the 
Flying Trapeze, 34, Warp Drive, 35, 
Around the Universe. 


Record Spin 

In the hands of a yo-yo pro, 
today’s transaxle and ball-bearing yo- 
yos are turning in incredibly long 
spin times. The latest record we've 
heard of was set by Hans ("Yo-Hans") 


Vou. dil, 


Van Dan Elzen, with the new Playmaxx 
Cold Fusion aluminum yo-yo. 

Yo-Hans set the new world record 
in Chico, Calif., at the U.S.-Yational 
Championships: 7 minutes and 8 
seconds from the initial throw to 
“extinction” (i.e., until it stopped 
spinning), The throw was recorded by 
Arne Dixon, who was one of the judges 
for the 1998 U.S. championships. 


Different Contest 
Format Ahead? 
The Chico, Calif., national 


“contest (see story below) was’ so 


successful this year that contest 
organizer and sponsor Bob Malowney of 
Bird in Hand of Chico is toying with 
the idea of changing the format to 
make the championship more manageable. 

“Everything went off smoothly, ° 
Bob said, but the sheer size of the 
contest, which attracted 191 
competitors, has set him thinking. 
“We're studying the idea of creating a 
national contest network, with the 
winners from each state competing in 
the nationals, he said. 

If you have ideas on how to 
improve the contest format, you can 
reach Bob at 530/893-0545 or e-mail 
birdhandédcs-chico.com. 


Fiend Magazine 

Yo-yoers and top spinners finally 
have a magazine of their own. Fiend 
magazine made its debut at the 
National Championships in Chico, 
Calif., in October. 

The magazine will also cover 
“juggling and other skill toys and 
props, according to editor-in-chief 
Andrew Arvesen. Publisher and 
advertising director is Gregory Cohen 
of Infinite Illusions. 
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(Washington, D.C., 
PHONE NUMBER: 


$6.00 

P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 20172 
suburbs ) 
703-715-6187 


Special Double Issue 
3-4, Fall-Winter 1998 


If you are a reader cf Yo-Yo 
Times and/or a member of the American 
Yo-Yo Association, you should have 
already received a Sample copy of the 
first edition. 

A one-year subscription to the 
quarterly magazine is $16 in the U.S. 
and $22 outside the U.S. Tno-year 
subscriptions are $32 and $44 
respectively. The first 1000 
subscribers will also get a free, 
limited-edition Fiend 8C Spitfire Yo- 
Yo. 

To subscribe, send your check or 
credit card information to Fignd, P.O. 
Box 20181-YT, Tallahassee, FL 32316- 
O18. Also include your name, 
address, e-mail address and phone 
number. 

For advertising information, 
contact Greg Cohen at 1-885-284-8548, 
e-mail gregéfiendmagazine.com. 

Editorial] contact is Andrew 
Arvesen at editor@fiendmagazine.com, 

Fiend’s website is 
wan, fiendmagazine.con. 


“Double Issue” 

As you have no doubt noticed, yo- 
yos are HOT, 

As you may have also noticed, 
this issue is much thicker than a 
standard issue of YYT. Why? Two 
reasons: 

(1) We had so many news itens, 
tricks, ads and other items that we 
couldn't squeeze it all into a single 
8-page issue, and... 

(2) We have been (as is not 
unusual) a bit late in getting out the 
Fall issue. Fall is almost over. 

Ever since we went cyber and 
started using the internet, we're 
amazed at the quantity of yo-yo 
information that has crossed our desk. 


Ergo, we decided to make this a 
double issue--including both the Fall 
and Winter issues into one BIG issuee! 
Fear not, however. It will only count 
as a single issue in your 
subscription. Thus you will get an 
extra issue at the end of your 
subscription 

We're shooting for early-to-mid- 
April for the Spring issue. Deadline 
for articles and ads is April 1. Mark 
your calendar. 


Country Yoing 

_ The yo-yo has gone country. Dale 
Myrberg, the Zink Brothers, John 
Stangle and Yal Krantz are featured on 
the nex Clint Daniels country music 
video, “When I Grow Up,” produced by 
country music video producer Steven 
Goldmann. Check out the following web 
site for more details: 
http://www. country .con/cmt/schedule/sc 
hedule-date-f .htal. 


Yo-Yo CD Planned 


Have you written a yo-yo song? 

Several years ago we announced 
that we were planning to put together 
a tape or- CD of yo-yo songs. We 
invited readers to send us a cassette 
of their new, original yo-yo songs 
that they have written, 

The project was shelved because 
so few songs were submitted. 

Xow that the yo-yo is in a boom 
period, we're going to try it again. 

Here are our initial plans: 

First, we invite readers and 
subscribers to send us a tape of their 
original yo-yo songs. Songs can be on 
any aspect of the sport of yo-yoing, 
in any style of music, including but 
not limited to rock, swing, cajun, 
jazz, klezmer, folk, rap, ragtine, 
classical, pop, show, country, “EZ 
listening,” and so on. 

One requirement: Please make 
sure your song is suitable for playing 
to a family audience. Ko “adult” 
themes or double entendre songs, 
please. 

After we collect a dozen or so 
usable songs, we'll produce a tape or 
CO with a modest pressing--perhaps 200 
to 500 copies. Everyone with a song 
on the tape or CO will receive a free 
copy. Readers will be invited to 


purchase a copy at a modest cost, 
which will be determined based on the 
cost of production. 

So that there is no 
misunderstanding later, those who 
submit their songs are giving us 
permission to produce the initial tape 
and/or CO without payment of 
royalties. They will receive full 
credit for their writing and/or 
performing. All other rights will be 
retained by then, 

Copies of the album will also be 
sent to appropriate record companies 
in an effort to find a larger audience 
and wider distribution. At this 
point--namely, procurement of a 
contract with a major record label-- 
contributors will (or may) begin 
receiving royalties directly from that 
record company. 

We reserve the right to include 
or exclude any songs based on quality 
of the recording, performance, writing 
or any other reason. 

If this project becones 
successful commercially, we may make 
some money! However, that is not the 
reason we are attempting this project. 

We are encouraged that the tine 
nay be right based on the recent 
success of the new Clint Daniels 
country music video, “When I Grow Up.° 

Send your tapes to: Song 
Project, Yo-Yo Times, P.0. Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 20172. For questions, e- 
ail us at YoYoTine@aol.coa. 

By the way, if you have hed 
experience producing and distributing 
a CD, we'd appreciate any guidance you 
can give US. - 


CONTEST 
RESULTS 


With the proliferation of yo-yo 
contests as a result of the current 
boom, we have been forced--very 
reluctantly--to linit our coverage of 
contest results. Otherwise, we soon 
wouldn't have room for anything else! 

We know not everyone will be 
pleased with this decision, but we 
plan for the time being to report the 
results of only the biggest contests, 
such as the World Yo-Yo Championships 
in Chico, Calif., the National Yo-Yo 
Championships held at the IJA and the 
Japanese nationals. 
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We plan to post the results of 
other contests on our web site, 
http://members.ao].con/YoYoTine/ 
index.htm]. The results are also 
posted on several other yo-yo 
websites. 


Jennifer Baybrook: 
World Champ 

PRIMM, NEV. -- Jennifer Baybrook 
of St. Albans, Vt., walked--or perhaps 
we should say DANCED?--off with top 
honors in the fifth annual World Yo-Yo 
Championships held in conjunction with 
the annual convention of the IJA 
(International Jugglers Association) 
on July-14; 

In all, 132 competitors vied for 
the trophies awarded in three 
divisions, 

The event was sponsored by Tean 
Yomega, Bandai, Hyper Yo, HPK 
Marketing and Spintastics Skill Toys. 
Judges were Cliff Coleman, Linda 
Sengpiel, Dick Stohr, Dale Gliver, 
Dale Myrberg, Arne Dixon and Dennis 
McBride. 

Winners and top competitors were: 

Recreational Division: (1) Ed 
Giutletti, (2} valerie Krentz, {3}- 
Joel Zink, (4) Jason Colwell, (5) Ryan 
Zink, (6) Ryan Brewer, (7) Joey 
Skinta, 

One-Handed Division: (1) Ryoichi 
Suzuki, (2) Ross Pascual, (3) Masashi 
Ishiwatari, (4) Steve Brown; (5) 
Benjanin McPhee, (6) Devin Yamada, (7) 
Phillip Travalent. 

Two-Handed Grand Master Division: 
(1) Jennifer Baybrook, (2) Takumi 
Nagase, (3) Alan Batangan, (4) Alex 
Garcia, (5) Paul Han, (6) Ryan Kono, 
(7) Kinoto Masaki. 


Alex Garcia is 


U.S. Champion 

CHICO, CALIF. -- The winning 
honors in the 1998 National Yo-Yo 
Championships on Oct. 3 went to Alex 
Garcia of Honolulu, Hawaii. 

In all, 191 registrants 
participated in the contest, which was 
witnessed by an estimated 1500 
spectators, 

Winners and top competitors were: 

Novice Junior Youth Division: (1) 
Jordan Heaverlo, (2) Kai Otsuki, (3) 
Jason Corwin. [CONTINUED ON PAGE 4] 


Cool Things Corp. 
Tel: 1-800-788-9221 
FAX: (201) 933-2660 


Looking for a variety of yo-yos? 
Call Cool Things Corp. 
We offer a unique selection 
of yo-yos to choose from including 
the new FireStar, lite-up styles 
(with or without laser sounds), color 
changing, UFO, wire wheel, glow-in- 
the-dark and standard models. 


Call today for your free catalog! 


It's Yo-Yo Time! 
(third edition) 
by "Professor Yo-Yo" 
AKA Stuart Crump Jr. 
editor in chief 
Yo-Yo Times newsletter 


REVISED! 
More than 350 new yo-yo tricks 


2.8 2 8 28 888 8 


plus stories and articles 
from the world of yo. 


Now available from: 

_ It's Yo-Yo Time! 
P.O, Box 1519-NL 
Herndon, VA 20172 


$2395 postpaid in North 
America 
$2595 for other foreign orders 
Satisfaction guaranteed 
or your money back! 


Ma 


Bee 


Back Issues of "YYT" 

We recently discovered several 
boxes of Yo-Yo Times, dating back to 
the first issue in 1988. 

We have put together a number of 
packets of back issues, containing 32 
to 42 back issues. 

We are offering these packets-- 
first-come first-served, while 
supplies last--for $35 postpaid in the 
U.S. For Canada and Nexico please add 
$3.00; other foreign orders, please 
add $5.00 shipping and handling. 

None of the packs are complete. 
If you're not satisfied with your 
packet, we'll refund your money. 

Send your check to Back Issue 
Offer, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519-BI, 
Herndon, VA 20172, or use your credit 
card. Or e-mail us over the internet 
at yoyot ime@aol.com. 


New f7pm 
Yomegja 


Yomega Strobe-Yo* is finally here! 

Yomega's newest high-performance yo-yo combines 
super-long-spin technology with a pulsating illuminating light show! 
The most exciting yo-yo on the market today, the Strobe Yo" 
Delivers instant entertainment, style and fascination. 

Yo-yo comes with replacement batteries and 
easy-to-follow instructions. 

Introductory price -- $34.95 


Yomega Metallic Missile™ 
Yomega's high-speed, elite yo-yo is 
carefully crafted from the finest polished aluminum. 
The Missile is a roller-bearing model with protective rubber rims. 
Its super-spin technology is truly unmatched. 


Price -- $89.95 
Yo Tape™ 


Protects your yo finger and helps you play in comfort and style! 
Made from soft, flexible, self-adhering material. 
Yo Tape is used by professional yo-yo demonstrators worldwide! 
Helps to extend play time! 
Available in neon green, purple, blue and red. 
Price -- $3.95 


For information on the new YomegaZone™ video and trick book, 
visit our web site at 
www. yomega.com. 


To order, send a check or money order to: 


Yomega Corp. 
638 Quequechan St. #22 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02723-0402 


Mention Yo-Yo Times & receive free freight 
Minimum mail order, $20 
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Novice Senior Youth Division: 

(1) Mitch Sanders, (2) Ashley Pacheco, 
(3) Kevin Scott. 

Recreational Youth Division: (1) 
Jackson Nicherson, (2) Joel Zink; (3) 
Adam Dennehy, 

Recreational Adult Division: (1) 
Quinn Kelly, (2) Cary Dykes, (3) Ruben 
Reyes. 

National A Division: {1) Sky 
Kiyabo, (2) Billy Fifield, (3) Erik 
Witz, (4) David Gonzalez, (5) Jeffrey 
Medeiros. 

National AA Division: (1) Alex 
Garcia, (2) Paul Han, (3) Alan 
Batangan, (4) Alfred rg (5) 
Nalukat Hookano. 


1998 Japan Yo-Yo 
Association Results 

Eleven-year-old Takumi Nagase was 
the top winner in the 1998 Japan Yo-Yo 
Association Contest. A total of 283 
contest entrants and 2,500 spectators 
showed up for event. 

Takumi Nagase had previously 
taken second in the World Championship 
Two-Hand Competition in July. Wasashi 
Ishiwatari, who took third in the 
World Ong-Hand Competition, took 
second in the Two-Hand division. 

Guest appearances were made by 
Dennis McBride, who was on the 
two-hand judging panel, and Ken 
Russell, who presented a short 
demonstration. 

Others on the two-hand judging 
panel included Terminator Yo-yo's 
official instructor in Japan, Takahiko 
Hasegawa, who is also heading up Dale 
Oliver's “Science Of Spin’ program in 
Japan; and Bandai’s famous “Judge 
Watanabe’, who is a key figure in the 
yo scene in Japan. 

There were also demonstrations 
and team performances by THP & THP 
Japan, A Japanese yo-yo club, 
“Umekobucha,” put on a team 
performance as well, 

The JYYA results were: 

Two-Hand Freestyle: (1) Takumi 
Nagase, (2) Masashi Ishiwatari, (3) 
Jinya Shimazaki. 

One-Hand Freestyle: (1) Yuu 
Kawada, (2) Hiroki Noda, (3) Masaya 
Yamaguchi. 

Senior Compulsories: (1) Junichi 
Morita, (2) Tomohiko Rakamura, (3) 


Yoko Okita. 

Junior Compulsories: (1) Junpei 
Suzuki, (2) Kaoru Komiyama, (3) 
Hiroyuki Suzuki. 


Yo-Yo Camp 

The first New England Yo-Yo Camp 
was held on August 18-20 in Bristol, 
R.I., and was sponsored by 
Funz-A-Poppin’! Toys, Yomega Corp. and 
Custon Yo, makers of the AXL. 

Instructors included Jennifer 
Baybrook, the 1998 World Champion and 
1997 National Champion; Chris Ciosek, 
the current Guinness World Record 
holder for the most yo-yo tricks 
performed in one minute; Brett 
Qutchcunis, a professional 
demonstrator for Yomega; and Taro 
Yamashita, past Northeast Regional 
Champion and a “die hard, steadfast 
fixed-axle man.” 

Approximately 30 internediate- 
to-advanced yo-ers attended the camp 
to sharpen their skills. The focus of 
the three-day camp was developing 
freestyle skills including 
showmanship, professionalisn, 
Sportsmanship and skill to enhance 
competition and performance levels in 
the sport of yo. 

Plans are underway for next 
year’s camp. For information about 
participating as either a camper or 
instructor, contact Lisa Almeida at 
funzpopecntn.net or 508/675-5511, 


UPCOMING 
CONTESTS 


Upcoming contests are listed in 
chronological order. If you are 
planning to hold a contest, but sure 
to let us know ASAP so we can help you 
publicize your event. We prefer to 
receive announcements by e-mail at 
yoyot ime@aol.com, 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. -- The 
Colorado Springs Parks & Recreation 
Department will sponsor a yo-yo 
contest on Saturday, Dec. 12. 
Pre-register, or register at contest 
site from § to 10 a.m. Contest starts 
at 10:30 a.m. For information, 
contact Yo-Yo Waster Instructor Danny 
Addie at 719/574-7609 or Dan Warkworth 
at 719/633-6227. Registraton fee: $5. 
Co-sponsor is Colorado Kite and Ski. 
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In case of inclement weather, sponsors 
have the right to reschedule event. 

DALLAS, TEXAS -- Spintastics and 
Spin City II are co-sponsoring a yo-yo 
contest on Saturday, Dec. 19, at 
Valley View Mall, Dallas, Texas. 
Registration begins at 1:00 p.m. 

The contest begins at 2:00 p.m. Call 
Spin City II at 972/239-7789 for 
details. 

BANGKOK, THAILAND -- Flens are 
underway to: hold a yo-yo contest in 
Bangkok on Dec. 26-27. For 
information, contact Pung Pond, an 
import marketing manager, via e-mail: 
pung_pond@hotmail.com (kanokvan 
thanasobhon). The sponsors have asked 
any American companies or individuals 
who can help guide them through the 
procedures of running a contest to 
please contact then. 

CENTRAL FLORIDA -- The 
International Jugglers Association 
(1A) will hold its Sth annual Winter 
Jugglefest Jan, 5-9, 1999, at the 
Grenelefe Golf & Tennis Resort in 
central Florida, 25 minutes from Walt 
Disney World near Orlando. For 
details on a planned yo-yo contest, 
contact Dale Oliver, 650/871-4197 or 
e-mail yepro@aol.com. ‘For fétaits on 
the IJA and conference, contact 
festival coordinator Ginny Rose at 
413/367-9398. 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN -- A 
yo-yo contest will be held on Jan. 16, 
on the University of Wisconsin Madison 
campus, starting at 12 ncon in the 
Memorial Union Great Hall. For more 
information please call Mark Anderson, 
608/244-7850, email MrStrings#aol.com, 

NIAGARA FALLS, W.Y. -- The 
International Jugglers’ Association's 
52nd annual Summer Festiva’ will be 
held in Niagara Falls, New York, at 
the Niagara Falls Convention and Civic 
Center, from Tuesday, July 27, to 
Saturday, duly 31. A yo-yo contest is 
still in the planning stage. Details 
later, The IJA has negotiated a cheap 
rate at the Clarion Hotel on the 
American side, which is a one-minute 
walk from the convention site. For 
details on the IJA conference, contact 
festival coordinator Ginny Rose at 
413/367-9398, The IvA web site is 
located at http://www. juggle.org/ 
festival/index.htal. 

HONOLULU, HAWAII -- The next 


INFINITY PRESENTS 


UNIQUE AUTO RETURN SYSTEM! 
SUPERIOR WEIGHT BALANCE! 


SINGLE LOOP STRINGING METHOD! 


- "3 STAR MODEL: 
... © Pre-Assembled 


© A Frame Clamshell 
Packaging 


© Low friction 
acetal bearings 


Sleeps of up to 20 
seconds achievable 


Minimum 24 Units 
$5.00 ea. 


72 Units or More 
$4.50 ea. 


CENTRIFUGALLY ACTIVATED CAM! 
EXCELLENT SPIN TIME! 


UPGRADEABLE BEARING SYSTEM! 


5 STAR MODEL: 
° Disassembled 
¢ Clamshell Packaging 


¢ Highest Precision 
Steel Roller Bearings 


e Sleeps of 40-50 
seconds achievable 


Minimum 24 Units 
$7.50 ea. 


ay : ens aot r er 
SS \Z es 
, HS 


72 Units or More 
$7.00 ea. 


Infinity Inc ¢ P.O. Box 9 ¢ Langhorne, PA 19047 
tel: 800 784 2573 * 215 750 6025 » fax: 215 750 6026 » e-mail: fun@InfinityToys.com * www.InfinityToys.com 


Yorld Yo-Yo Competition will be held 
hag. 21°22, 1999, in Honolulu, under 
tke sponsorship of the High 
Performance. Team.. For information, 
contact Grace Doike, Alan Nigao'’s 
executive Secretary at 808/942-8799, 
or check out their web site at 

uv hipkmarketing.com. Their travel 
egent will put together package deals 
to ake travel easier for contestants 
and their families, 


NEW YO-YOS 


@ It may not win any awards for 
goed taste, but everybody at the Chico 
contest was talking about the new 
Presidential Blo-Yo from Yo-Bionic. A 
sketch of President Clinton appears on 
one side of the limited edition yo-yo. 
Wenica You-Know-Hho appears on the 
other side. (Retail price, $14.95.) 
Conpany founder and “CEy0" Maria 
Czrilao couldn't resist some double 
ertendre word play. For example: 

“The Blo-Yo seemed-a perfect tribute 
to Bill, the quintessential spin- 
master, and Monica, @ wonder at one- 
hended office work,’ she said. Yo- 
Bionic also offers a line of more 
conventional yo-yos and special | 
collectors’ yo-yos, including the 
long-spinning Big Daddy Yo; the Yo 
Froggie Yo, which houses a pet frog; 
and another yo-yo whose name we cannot 
cention in a newsletter that is read 
by so many children, For further 
information, contact Yo-Bionic/M.W.D. 
Global Inc., 300 Queen Anne Ave. 4, 
Suite 625, Seattle, WA 98109, 206/256- 
6461, 888-YoBONIC, MRCarilao€aol.com, 
wan. yobionic.com. 

e “hspin yo-yos” (pronounced “h 
spin yo-yos") is a new company founded 
in Zurich, Switzerland. “We want to 
be a strong force in making yo-yoing a 
public sport in Europe, as it is in 
the U.S.,° company spokesperson 
Christopher Kayatz said. “We produce 
(so far) an aluminum yo-yo, the 
"hendQuake,’ with a ball-bearing and 

later) wooden axle. The ‘smart 
weight balance’ results in a light yo- 
ye with an extraordinary high-spinning 
rcnentum. The number of yo-yos that 
will be produced is low, so every 
node] will be a premium product, 
delivered with the serial number, logo 
and date engraved’on @ smooth black 


finish. To reserve a certain serial 
number and for further information 
check the company’s web site at 
htto://www.hspin.com. E-neil: 
infoehspin.com; fax +41 56 221 74 13; 
mailing list: mailinglistehspin.com. 
Pictures of the prototype can be seen 
under http://www .hspin.con/ 
handquake/hqi4_2.JPG 

@ Playmaxx has brought out a 
number of new yo-yos. The one 
attracting the most attention is Cold 
Fusion, an aluminum ballbeering yo-yo 
in the shape of a Bumble Bee. It is 
also the most expensive yo-yo on the 
market at $150 retail. It offers the 
longest spin-time of any yo-yo on the 
market (see story in this issue). 
Another new yo-yo from Playnaxx is The 
Kood Yo, which takes off on the Mood 
Ring fad of the 1970s with a 
temperature-sensitive indicator that 
measures your state of yo-ness. 
£10.95 retail. Not available in 
stores at this time. To order, see 
Playmaxx's web site, www.playmaxx.com, 

e Kew from What's Next, 276 
Arcade 14009, 630 Nicholson Rd., 
Arcade, HY 14009, 716-492-1014, are 
laminated color selections for the 
Lightning and Apolio models; also new 
reflective foil colors for those yo- 
yos and also for the Rainboxs. What's 
Hext is also planning nen colors for 
the Phantom. 

@ Several models of handcrafted 
wooden yo-yos are available from Jin 
Miller, 8132 €. Baker Or., Tucson, AZ 
85710, 520-886-7611. “I only make a 
few at a time, Jin told us. Wodels 
are made of maple, purple heart 
wood/jotoba. “They play well, and 
their inertia/weight gives long sleep 
time, but the strings wear out 
quickly," he said. Call hin to see 
what’s available before ordering. 
Retail price, $25. 

e Coo! Things/Maxson, 730 Garden 
St., Carlstadt, KJ 07072, 800-788- 
9221, has introduced the LaserTronic 
Yo-Yo, a yo-yo that contains a chip 
which displays 12 different pictures 
on the side. The image changes each 
time you yo-yo. Retail $9.99, 
available late this year. 

@ Wapie Landmark Woodcraft, 119 
Exchange St., Middlebury , VT 05753, 
800/421-4223, offers a sinple yo-yo. 
Call for details. 
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BOOKS & VIDEOS 


A rush of new yo-yo books has hit 
the market. Among those we have seen 
since our last issue went to press 
are: 

The Illustrated Pro-Yo Trick 
Bible: Volume I: Beginner, by Ted 
Whitten, available directly from the 
author at 730 E. Limberlost Dr. #104, 
Tucson, AZ 85719, e-mail YoYo 
Theo@aol.com, The author writes: 

"No, it is not distributed by 
Playmaxx, but the book beers the name 
"Pro-Yo’ with Tom’s (company CEO Ton 
Van Dan Elzen]’s blessing. Covers 
all the basics of yo (string length, 
changing strings, adjusting string 
tension, tying knots, proper throw 
techniques, etc.), and includes 30 
beginner level tricks (with “tons of 
detailed illustrations’), an 
alphabetical index, a chart for tricks 
to practice, a learning progress 
chart, and a resource list of about 60 
companies and individuals in the world 
of yo (for yo-yos, books, videos, 
newsletters, museums, etc.). $20.00, 
plus $3.00 postage and packaging. 

Yo-Yo World Trick Book (English 
version; original in German), by Harry 
Baier, $9.95. Contact your favorite 
yo-yo store or supplier. 

The Yonomicon, by Mark WcBride, 
$14.95, 160 pgs., more than 400 
illustrations. The back cover blurb 
states: “This is the yo-yo book for 
everyone who has picked up @ yo-yo 
books and already has known all of 
those tricks.” It has been called 
“the definitive yo-yo book.” It is an 
in-depth, illustrated, well-researched 
book on the mechanics of yo-yo tricks. 
The YoROMICON breaks down the art and 
science of yo-yoing into its basic 
components and explains the theory and 
practice of tricks. Available fron 
Infinite Illusions, P.0. Box 2584, 
Tallahassee, FL 32316-2584, 850/385- 
6463, 1-800-YoYo Guy ; 
www. yOnomicon.com. 

Look for The Official Yonega 
Trick Book, by Stuart Crump Jdr., 
illustrated by George Wright, at your 
favorite yo-yo outlet, or visit Yomega 
on-line at www.yomega.con. €2.95 
retail. You can also purchase it 
directly from Yomega, but the mininun 
retail order is $20. 


eeeeseeseoeesseeoeeeeeeseeeeseeeeoe 


: Yo-Yo Times New Phone #: 
703-715-6187 


Everyone is ordering them: Yo-Yo 
Display Case. Display - Organize - Protect 
$l0ca + S&H. 4 or more ONLY $7.95 + S&H. 
Visa/MC accepted. Made of revolutionary clear, 
flexible plastic, With lid snapped on will protect 


from dust, damage and theft. Wall mount or lock 
together when stacked, Dealer inquiries welcome. 
LSASE Dept YT 1, Collectors Display Case Co., 
RT2 Box 73, Freemont, NE 68025 
(402/721-4765). 


sy 
Vv 
Visit the American Yo-Yo 
Association on-line! 
http://ayya.pd.net 
Or write for information on joining: 


AYYA, 627 163rd St. S., 
Spanaway, WA 98387 


0 et a RTOS BENE EAA SA SES EKER EE ER 


Dave's Wonderful World of Yo-Yos 
The Favorite Spot of Yo-Yo Enthusiasts on the 
Internet — Collectors and Players Alike It! 


Web Address: www.nmia.com/~whistler 
Created by David W. Hall, The Yo-Yo 


Featuring: The Yo-Yo Store, new antique 
and collectible yo-yos; The Online Yo-Yo: 
Museum; Ron Caswell's Yo-Yo Image 
Gallery; The Official Yo-Yo Times Web 
Site; and more {11 


Dare to Square m. 


Scarlet Screamer ™m 


Kane, PA 16735 
Phone Orders to 1-800-499-1929 


Collector’ *The Best Place In The World To yo-yo!" ‘ on ‘the 
1304 Manzano NE, Albuquerque, NM Wholesale and Hetail YO-YO's, Marketing, Oomos & Contests Let’s put everyone 
87110, (S05) 268-5651 wien baci same page: 
E-mail Address : whistler@nmia.com ower, Divison Worx YO-YO Champion® Tel -uo-Uo Friends about 


634 Eche Lake Way 
Santa Reese, CA 


(707) 642-YOYO [0608] 
FAX: (707) 642-066 Call First 


yoleplags yotepts.com 
wow. VYOTOPIA.com 


The World’s Only Square Yo-Yo 


Introducing Holgate’s 2™ generation yo-yo’s. The edges 
have been “rounded-over” for maximum performance. 
Fling one today! We Dare Ya! We Double Dare Ya! 


2 $9.00 


Blazing Blue $9.00 

Deep Space Black $9.00 Dare to Sqvare .| Thousands of yo-yos in stock in over 50 
Plus shipping charges & sales tax if applicable styles. Open 7 days a week. Since 1988 
Name Phone ; | Call o: write for s free catalog | 
iy : | 1-800-YoYo-Guy 
City____St._Zip '| (904) 385-6463 » FAX (904) 658-5825 
Visa/MC/Discover # | bttp/Mwwe-yoyoguy.com ¢ infinte@pd.net 
Exp Date | Po Box 2554 © jaliahassee, FL 32576-2584 


Mail to: Holgate Toy Co. P.O. Box 774 


WAKING UP TO THE SLE 


{s infeTesting to Watch peopke’s reaction to a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - « 
eapeuially kids and cats. I hucks hike a reyutsr 
Wooden yo-yo, but how dues it spin so : 
long? The seoret ist precision bull hearing ae f 
and 3 unique cudjustuble string pp allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Too Techy” for same 4 or 
6 were retumed), the rewanl fur the tex of 
us is the mugic healing qualities uf lung 
spinning Wood. Int pliste age. hokkng and 
watching a Skeep Machine spin. is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are chunned tov. Theyre 
gical for meeting people. Best of all at. moments notice. 
Use panicular yo-yos connec! me tu that pan of myself which 
abo spins and dines. 


EP MACHINE 


> SLEEP MACHINE — BUTTERFLY STYLE........... 


+ Rotter Wooor— CLASSIC STYLE......ccsceses $50.00 Posteao 

. Name Prone 

. ADDRESS 

* Cry, State, Zip 

* Vis MC. ExpDate 

* Tou Kun Yo-Yos Lro., Proms Onvers: 
=e Mes; Box 276, Ancave, NY 14009 800-US-YoYos 

a oe . ( 87-0067) 


"YO-TOPIA™ 


Yoo Times newsletter 


wor 
Oo 


an ee 


fling one today 
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The Yo-Yo Book, by John €. Ten 
Eyck, Workman Publishing Co. Inc., 708 
Broadway, New York, HY 10003-9555, , 
118/932-5148, $9.95, U.S., $13.95 
Canada. It includes a fixed-axle 
wooden yo-yo. We hesitate to even 
hint at anything negative, lest a 
reader think we are plugging our oun 
books while putting others down, but a 
YYT reader alerted us to at least a 
slight problem--namely, mistakes--in 
The Yo-Yo Book, by John E. Ten Eyck, 
illustrations by David Cain, Workman 
Publishing Co, Inc., 708 Broadway, Kew 
York, NY 10180, $9.95. (For the 
record, we make no claims that our 
books are error-free either!) We were 
alerted to one error when this reader 
(who asked to remain anonymous) wrote 
for information about our “new video,” 
which he read about in the book, He 
wrote: “Page 148/149 (the section 
listing ‘videos,’ not ‘books’) says: 
"It's Yo-Yo Time’ - This video is put 
out by The Yo-Yo Times. It costs 
$19.95 (plus $2.50 shipping and 
handling).” It appears that they 
confused our BOOK of that title with a 
non-existent video. However, that 
nislisting has generated so many 
inquiries that we have begun: to 
investigate the idea of producing a 
video! So we may end up thanking John 
Eyck for his mention! Our reader also 
commented: "There were TONS of 
careless mistakes in the book, such as 
referring to the 'Yomega Pro-Yo II’ 
and things like that. In one place, 
the text and accompanying 
illustrations were for two totally 
different tricks! In another, it says 
that "Inside Loops tighten the string, 
and Outside Loops loosen the string’! 
(I realize that this is true of left 
hand loops, but the text does not 
clarify this, and the accompanying 
illustration shows the right hand 
being used.) 1 would be frustrated 
trying to learn from this book if I 
was a beginner!“ Nonetheless, we 
think the book is worth adding to your 
collection of yo-yo books. 

0 SPECIAL! Memo from the editor 
of YYT: Bill Alton (editor of The 
Noble Disk) and I both self-published 
books at the same time. We both liked 
each other’s books so.much that we 
struck up an informal deal. Bill sent 
me a box of his books, and I sent him 


a box of mine, for a limited time 
only, you can get a copy of BOTH books 
for a special price of $30 plus $3 
shipping and handling in the U.S., 
foreign please add $4 for StH. The 
books are the third edition of It’s 
Yo-Yo Time! by “Professor Yo-Yo" 


(Stuart Crump Ur., editor, Yo-Yo Times 


newsletter) and Care and Operation of 
the Koble Disk, by Bill Alton. My 
book contains more than 350 new yo-yo 
tricks as well as stories and articles 
about the world of yo. Bill’s book 
contains all the best from Bill’s yo- 
yo newsletter, Noble Disk. If 
purchased separately, the books would 
cost you $23.95 and $15 respectively. 
Order directly from Bill at 132 t11 
Widdle St., Portsmouth, NH 03801, e- 
nail noblediskecybertours.com, or from 
us at It’s Yo-Yo Time!, Creative 
Communications Inc., P.0. Box 
1519-FW8, Herndon, VA 20172, e-mail 
yoyotime@aol.con, Satisfaction 
guaranteed or your money back! 


TRICKS 


Send in Your Tricks 
Keep those tricks coming in. 


Please note that tricks in the 


nexsletter are those that can be 
described in vords without pictures. 
Well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for future editions of the 
book, It's Yo-Yo Time! (See ad in 
this issue.) 

If we publish your trick, you 
receive a free G-month extension on 
your subscription as our token way of 
saying, “Thanks for helping the yo-yo 
to continue developing as the greatest 
of all toys.° 

IMPORTANT! Please include your 
name, address, phone number and (if 
you have one) e-mail address so we'll 
know where to send your free 
subscription! As you will notice in 
several tricks below, most of our 
tricks cone in by e-mail, and often do 
not contain a return address or even a 
full name. 

If your trick is used in the 
book, you'll receive full credit and 
thanks in the book. (Note: Sending us 
your trick means that you are giving 
us permission to print it in the 
newsletter and subsequent books.) 

All tricks are described for the 
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right-handed yoist. If you are 
left-handed, please adjust! 


“Karate Chop” 
Henry Howard 
(henry_ho€hotmail.com) 

Throw a fast sleeper. Do a sort 
of karate chop against the string. 
This will cause the yo-yo to snap up 
to your hand. 


"Pinwheel Rolls” 
Greg 
(markkan@pacific.net.sh) 

Do a “Pinwheel” and let the yo-yo 
go around your left finger several 
times. Land the yo-yo on the string 
and you have a “Trapeze.* 

Stick your right index finger 
into the loop. With the right index 
finger, pull the string doxn towards 
you, underthreading the string into 
the groove. 

Use your left index finger and 
repeat the process. Bring your left 
hand back up and your right hand down, 
completing one roll. Oo these in 
multiples. 

To dismount, take your right 


_ index finger out of the loop 


and pull the loop out with your left 
index finger. The yo-yo will fling 
out and come beck to you. 


“Frog Jump” 
Tony Aiello 
Herndon, Va. 

Throw a hard sleeper. Squat down 
and "hop" like a frog, with the yo-yo 
“pulling” you forward. If possible, 
let the yo-yo touch the ground and 
“bounce” as you hop. 


“Backwards Three- 


Leaf Clover“ 
Henry Howard 
(henry_ho@hotmail.com) 

On a normal “Three Leaf Clover,” 
you throw the “TOP” leaf {above your 
head) first, then the “middle” leaf, 
then the “bottom.” 

With a “Backwards Three Leaf 
Clover," throw the bottom leaf first, 
then the middle leaf, then the top 
leaf. 

This is a bit harder trick. 

(CONTINUED OX PAGE 10] 


Seber bnlewe ke 


YO-YO VIDEOS 
“Dennis McBride's 
Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 
New video featuring the classic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 years. 
"String Tricks, (Vols, 1 & 2),” 

& °Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
$25 each (plus $3 S&H per order). 
Send your check today fo: 
Dennis McBride, P.O. Box 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 
805/688-0301 


Noble Disk® 
The newsletter of yo-yoing in New England: 
but full of fun material for anyone from anywhere 
Yearly subscriptions: $10 in the U.S., $12 In the 
test of N. America, $15 for the rest of the world 
ASCII edition on disk (3.5° or 5.25"), $5 + $1 S&H 
Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle St. 
: Portsmouth, NH 03801 
603/427-2473 


CUSTOM HANDMADE 
WOODEN YO-YO EARRINGS.* 
All colors and designs. Pierced or 
clips. Make unique Christmas gifts! 

= $10.00/pair (free S&H for Christmas!) = 
Call Selma (707/528-9113) or 

E-mail: selma@sonic.net. 
*As wom by “Yo-d" 


WUT UU TT 


ou 
Yo-Yo Times is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc., 

P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 20172 
Phone: 703-715-6187 

E-mail: YoYoTime@aol.com 


http://www.nmia.com/~whistler/ 
yytimes. html 


c.1998 by Creative Communications Inc. 
All rights reserved. For information on 
reproduction of any part of this issue, 
write to the address above. 


ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor in Chief & Publisher: 

Stuart F, Crump Jr. (Professor Yo-Yo) 
Editor: Jodi Crimp (Yo-di) 
Managing Editor: Margaret P. Crump 
Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 
(U.S. dollars only) 

Foreign subscribers please add $4/yr S&H. 


YO-YO }IUSEUM 


National Museum, Chico, Calif. 
Located inside the Bird in Hand Store 
320 Broadway, Chico, Calif 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 
Open 10-5 Mon-Sat, 11-4 Sun. 
Free admission 
For further information, 
call 916/893-0545 


The Little Book of Yo-Yos 
by Professor Yo-Yo 
(AKA YYT editor Stuart Crump Jr.) 
Covers all the basics for beginners. 
Ask for it at your favorite bookstore, 
or by mail: 
$4.95 ($6.95 in Canada) plus $1 S&H 
Running Press 
125 South 22nd St.-YT 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-4399 


JorYo Times Web P ages 


http:/Avww.nmia.com/ 


~whistler/yytimes. html 
—_—WU— 


hitp://users.aol.com/yoyotime 


YO EXCHANGE 


The cost for an ad is 10 cents - 
per word, with a minimum charge of 
$2.50. 

Yo-Yo Times assumes no 
responsibility or liabilities for any 
claims contained in any ad. 

TOWY SCREWBALL AUTO RETURN Yo-Yos 
launched 8lack Mamba design into the 
world. Authentic Japanese package, 
sold for 2400 yen (20 bucks) in Japan. 
Only 250 of this collector's item in 
the U.S.A. $25 including postage fron 
Tony Ahearne, 97 Gamefield Rd., 
Norfolk, CT 06058. 

GREAT Yo-Yo COLLECTIBLE! Color copy 
of 1931 novelty song sheet music 
cover, “Oh! Ho! Yo-Yo! (“The New 
King of Play in Music Form’) & 
1/2x11.° Ideal for framing! $15 
postpaid. Also, yo-yos for trade. 
Bill Caswell, 1512 Cherokee P1., 
Bartlesville, OK 74003, 918/336-5130. 
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-The Klutz Yo-Yo Book 
edition of the classic 


Sort Wood List: 
High Performance Siglo 313 
o Finest Hardwoods: : Teak, Mahogenay, Osk 
Light to Super-Heavyweight Middle- $20 
« First Choice of World Champ Paduak, ug * Saeed 
- ‘Bunny Martin 


Wooden Monarch Yo-Yos Sulina, Pua Ferre, 
P.O. Box 23404 Cocobolo- 525 
Santa Barbara, CA 93121 Ebony, fee Telip 
Call: (805) 966-4270 or eail: 5 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 
Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 
hen pecou Genign in wood 


$508 
even. t TESS 


YO-TOPIA, THE BEST PLACE in the world 
to yo-yo! “We have Duncan, Russell, 
Tom Kuhn, What’s Next, Yomega, Oliver 
Toys, strings, shirts, and videos. 
Come visit the Island of Yo-topia on 
the World Wide Web at 

wx. sonic.net/ yotopia or call Pookie- 
Yo at 707/542-YoYo (9696) for more 
information. 

WANTED: DURCAK AND ROYAL decal 
yo-yos, Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio 
and Goody jewels. Also, Goody Atomic 
and Comet Filipino Twirlers. Will buy 
or trade. Johnny Tillotson, 17530 
Ventura Blvd., Suite 108, Encino, CA 
91316, 1-800-Yo-BUDDY. 

LAUGH-WAKERS WAGAZINE for kid-show and 
family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, 
clowning, magic, ventriloquism, 
puppetry, comedy props, juggling, 
business ideas, more! $2t/year (6 
issues}; outside USA, $27. P.0, Box 
160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 


A variation: Oo a “Backwards 
Three Leaf Clover” and go immediately 
into a regular “Three Leaf Clover.* 

You could call this a “Six Leaf 
Clover,” a “Mutated Clover,” “The 
Leprechaun Jumps” or something like 
that. 


“The Awful Tower” 

This is an “accidental” trick. I 
“invented” it during a performance 
while attempting to throw an “Eiffel 
Tower.” It was one of those days in 
which I couldn't seen to hit any 
tricks on the first try. 

I tried three times and managed 
to do only an approximation of “The 
Eiffel Tower” on the third try. I ad 
libbed, “Well, there you have it, ‘The 
Eiffel Tower,’ or perhaps I should 
call it ’The Awful Tower.’* 

It’s not much, but it generated a 
laugh. And gave me an escape hatch. in 
cese I blow the trick again. --§.C. 


TIPS 


Yo-Yo Glove 

Just wondering. Qo you know of a 
yo-yo glove for girls (amateur)? Wy 
friend keeps hurting her hand. I[f 
not, I may try to patent the idea. 
Any suggestions? 
Albert/Ray 
overjoedéflash.net 
[ALBERT -- We don’t know of such a 
thing. Try golf gloves. If they 
don't work well enough, invent 
sonething yourself and make a fortune! 
Don’t forget to buy a big ad in our 
newsletter!) 


Make a Better Yo-Yo 
by Willian Lee 
willee€interconnect .net 

I always tinker with my things 
and yo-yos are no exception. I would 
like to share some information on how 
you can make an inexpensive yo-yo 
perforn much better. 

The current run of Duncan 
Hyper-Imperial yo-yos are the classic 
shape and are basically good yo-yos, 
but they have one fault. The steel 
axle, 

To fix this, go to your local 
hobby shop and buy a short piece of 
1/4 inch dowel rod. Ask for the 


hardest wood they have. I used birch 
for mine. 

Carefully pry apart the txo hubs 
of the Duncan Hyper-Imperial yo-yo 
using two large screwdrivers. If you 
are careful you can get then apart 
without marking the plastic at all. 

Apparently Duncan does not use 
any glue in assembling this yo-yo. 
Remove the steel shaft and cut a piece 
of your dowel rod about 1/16 inch 
longer than that. 

Using a piece of very fine grit 
sandpaper, sand the surface of the 
backplates nice and flat. Put the 
sandpaper on a flat surface and rub 
the backplates on it until you remove 
the little plastic ridges around the 
axle hole. 

With a wooden axle you will not 
need them anymore, and you want the 
surface that touches the string to be 
real smooth. You can balance the 
backplates if you want to inprove the 
rotational smoothness of the yo-yo, 
but it is not absolutely necessary, 

I used a magnetic prop balancer | 
found at the hobby shop. feessemble 
the yo-yo with your new wooden axle 
instead of the steel one. The wood 
will fit very tightly but you should 
use a tiny bit of white glue to help 
hold things together. 

After you get it all back 
together, clean the wood exle of any 
glue with @ small piece of peper 
towel. 

Now, step back and eyeball your 
handiwork while the glue dries. You 
now have yourself a custon-sede, 
wooden axle Duncan Hyper-Inperial 
yo-yo. 

Mine is getting better and better 
the more the new axle wears in. 
Already it will outperfora the 
original hands down. I expect that 
after I go through a string or two and 
the axle really wears in, it will 
become ny favorite wooden axle yo-yo. 


Keep It Sleeping 

We recently received the 
following e-mail question fron Troy 
Albina (tjalbina@gte.net): 

My daughter (a novice, 
uninitiated yo-yoer) was showing me 
some of her tricks today and the 
funniest thing happened. 
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I showed her how to make it 
sleep, so she started trying it, got 
everything all tangled up and said, 
“Daddy, look inside here. It looks 
all knotted up. Can you fix it?” 

Well, I fixed it! Now it doesn’t 
sleep anymore! 

It looks like there is a loop in 
the end of the string that was put 
around the axle and the other end of 
the string passed through this loop 
and there was a knot or hitch or 
something (somehow) that kept the 
string through the loop part from 
cinching up around the axle and 
preventing the sleeper. It is this 
elusive knot for which I seek help. 

Do you know how to re-tie 
whatever knot I removed? Any help 
would repair my ego and Kelsey's 
yo-yo! 

We answered: 

The best way we know to untangle 
a knot in a non-take-apart yo-yo is to 
get a #10 of #12 crochet hook (you can 
get these at any fabric store for 
about a dollar) and use the hook to 
snag the little loop inside the yo-yo 
and thus untangle the string. 

Another idea: Why not get a 


~ take-apart yo-yo? 


LETTERS 


We welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, new tricks, etc. 
Please include your phone number so we 
can get back to you if we have 
questions, as well as your mailing 
address so we can send you a copy of 
the newsletter. If you have e-mail, 
send your letters to yoyotine@aol.con. 


Sponsors Sought 


I was wondering if you could help 
us in donating something for prizes in 
@ yo-yo contest being held at our 
school on Nov. 24, 

It is a fund raiser for the 
family of one of our students, a 6th 
grader who lost his life when he was 
accidentally shot by his 8th grade 
brother. (Both are students at our 
school). b, 

My journalism students were going 
to sponsor a yo-yo contest before this 
happened, and after it happened they 
decided to use the money raised 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12] 


AHEARNE TRADING, LLC 


PHone/FAx/Matt Your OrpeErR To --> 97 Gamefield Road, 
Norfolk, CT 06058 


ACETATE, YO-YOs AND \\ Tel: (888) 429-3025 

Wate” QUALITY COMPONENTS (860) 542-5768 

WHOLESALE PRICE LIST AND ORDER FORM - AUG 1998. AHEARNE Fax: (860) 542-5869 
DATE OF ORDER | 


SHIP TO (IF DIFFERENT ADDRESS) 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


CONTACT PERSON 


All products fully warranted DESIRED SHIPPING DATE 
Straightforward replacement polic 


ORDER UNIT 
QUANTITY PRICE 


DESCRIPTION 


* 3 STAR YO-YO 
KN *k ¢ Ready-To-Yo Performance 

* Low friction acetal bearings 
¢ Sleeps of up to 20 seconds achievable 
5 STAR YO-YO 
k**& ; « Self-Assembly Expert 

* + Highest precision steel bearings 

« Sleeps of 40-50 seconds achievable 


AXLE/BEARING KIT 
Axie, friction elements, acetal bearing. 
Fits all Black Mamba Yo-Yos. 


5-STAR BEARING 
5-Star high precision stee! bearing 
for replacement or upgrade of Black Mamba yo-yos. 


hd HIGH PERFORMANCE STRINGS | 
\ 8 6 high performance Aqua yo-yo strings — 
= the only strings worth having on any performance yo-yo. : = 
3 STAR Case (144) 33 Ibs, Inner (12 yo-yos) 3 lbs Plus S&H @ 20¢ ea. 


5 STAR Case (144) 31 Ibs, Inner (24 yo-yos) 5 Ibs 


$5.50 C.O.D. 
$6.00 net 30 


$7.50 C.0.D. 
$8.00 net 30 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 


F.0.B. Norfolk, CT. 
Shipping and handling: 20¢ per yo-yo, 

20¢ per dozen components (axles, bearings, string kits) 
Case (144) or more: FREIGHT FREE 

UNIQUE TWO-TIER PRICING STRUCTURE: 


* C.O.D. — we fax the invoice so a check can be left for UPS 
* NET 30 DAYS —3 trade references and 1 bank reference required 


GREAT FOR BEGINNERS! 
INCREDIBLE FOR ADVANCED PLAYERS! 
All Black Mambas are Take-apart Metal Transaxle Yo-Yos 


¢ Centrifugal Cam Auto Retum Technology 
¢ Unequalled "Sleep" Durations 


* Totally Balanced and Symmetrical ___ Prices subject to change; 
* Quality Unbreakable Plastic Body goods shipped at price in effect on date of order. 
* Outloops and Outperforms its Rivals ALL SALES ARE FINAL 


ALL VISAMC/AMEX @ C.0D.PRICES [TTT TTTT ITT TTT exr. CLIC 


[1] (J [) ®urnoc.o. CHARGE) 
Yo-Yo Times Signature: 


towards the medical expenses incurred 
because of surgery trying to save the 
boy's life. 

Any type of yo-yo, gift 
certificate, etc. would be highly 
appreciated to use as prizes for the 
winners. Any donations would be noted 
in our newspaper, The Rolling Stone. 

Thank-you very much. 

Susan Baracknan 
Journalism teacher 
Stone Middle School 
North Lamar I$) 
Paris, 1X 
903/737-2041- schoo} 
esbee@istarnet.com (Steven W. 
Barackman) 
[SUSAN: We're happy to donate two 
subscriptions to our newsletter, Yo-Yo 
Tines. Just send us the nane, 
address, phone number (optional) and 
e-mail address (if they have one) of 
the winners. We will also be happy to 
mention your request in our next 
issue, and see if our readers wish to 
add donations of their own.) 


A Grand Event 

D. Suskind writes: “I am 
interested in getting feedback ona | 
potential grandparent/grandkid yo-yo 
event. We are presently exploring the 
idea of including demonstrations, 
competitions and social. gatherings but 
are certainly willing to listen to any 
suggestions you may have. Above all, 
we are looking for participants! 

“If this sounds like something 
that you or anyone you know may be 
interested in, please e-mail me at: 
dsuskinémakovsky.com.* 


Yo-yoers in the U.K. 

I’m Andy writing to you from the 
Grenada Sky Wen and Motors channel in 
England. I’m currently working on a 
new show which looks at the best 
appreciation societies and what they 
offer and do. 

I can’t believe I’ve have had to 
write all the way to the U.S. for some 
info. 

Could you send me the address of 
any yo-yo fan clubs in Britain? Are 
they having any get-togethers in the 
next two months? I would really like 
to feature them in our show. 

Please contact me ASAP so we can 


possibly sort something out. I'll give 
you more details about the show then. 
Andy Gregory 
Researcher 
Andy .Gregoryégng.co.uk 
[EDITOR'S NOTE: Can any of our UK 
readers help Andy? Contact hin 
directly.) 


Yo-Yo Video in UK 

I'm producing a yo-yo video for 
sale in England and in researching it 
and generally getting lost in the yo- 
yo internet superhighway I've just 
come across your excellent site. 

I'm operating on a very low 
budget, but we'll be producing all of 
the footage ourselves. The video will 
be approximately 45 minutes in 
duration, and contain yo-yo lessons 
(for the beginner right up to the 
expert), tricks, history of the yo-yo, 
yo-yo hall of fame, and hopefully 
footage of a UK yo-yo championship. 

I’ve got Yo-Hans presenting the 
tricks sequences, but now I'n 
desperately searching for hard copy 
photos and video footage of the 
history of the yo-yo. 

As I said, we've.got a micro budget, 
so we can't afford to pay rights for 
images, although we could give a 
promotional type thank-you to the 
supplier in our credits. 

1 also mentioned that we intend 
to attach a free yo-yo to each video 
so that the viewer (and especially the 
beginner) can follow the lessons that 
they see on the screen. Any ideas as 
to who night be interested in this as 
@ promotional/sponsorship venture? 

We're having an initial run of 
1,000 copies sent out to toy shops and 
possibly sports shops in England, and 
then probably by mail order to the 
states. 

We'd be publicizing the video 
quite heavily and so brand name and 
logo promotion would be excellent for 
the yo-yo supplier. 

Mathew Burrington 
biscuitsS3@yahoo.com 


Viper Yo-Yos 

I manage a retail store in 
Minnesota and an trying to find a 
wholesale source for the Henry Viper 
Yo-Yo's. If you could help ne out on 


Yo-Yo Times / Fall-Winter 1998 / p.12 


this I would appreciate it. | Thank 
you. 
Karrie Pasbrig 
Don's Hobby Co. 
hobbyman@WNIC.net (K. Pasbrig) 


[Can any readers help Korrie?] 


Christmas Yo-Yo 
I bought a yo-yo yesterday that 
plays Christmas songs ard has a light 
like the Torch. It is pretty cute and 
has good action. Mace in China, of 
course. The string isn’t looped 
around the axle so you can’t sleep it, 
but, of course, you can do 
non-sleeping tricks, and it cost only 
$1.99, 
i Stan Kellogg 
ETCL20A@prodigy.com 


As Good as it Gets 

An interesting thing happened at 
the Nevada State Championships in Reno 
last Saturday. Five-year old Carter 
Martinson and I were on the same stage 
in the same division (Freestyle) 
presenting a 70-year age span! That 
would certainly be @ rare Gccurrence, 
if not a first! And it may not happen 
again for awhile. 

Chuck Short or John Stangle will 
be posting the results soon if they 
have not done so already. You'll note 
that in the Freestyle, Matt Harlow 
placed tst, Carter placed 2nd, and 
Captain Yo placed 3rd in that 
division, 

The point here is that fer years, 
every chance I get I meke the point 
with interested people that I don’t 
know of a toy that can be carried 
around, played with individually or in 
groups (organized or not) and that 
brings together the widest ege range 
from the oldest to the yourgest--all 
interacting so easily in a common 
interest, 

To have it happen to ze and 
Carter with the 70-year span makes my 
latest decade! Does Yo-Yo life get 
better than this? 

My best to all at YYT from @ 
charter subscriber - 

Donald Watson 
“Captain Yo" 
captnyotscnic.net 
{Don -- Great to hear fron you. 
That's a great story about you and 


WORLD TEAM 


e new 


Record Setting Aluminum Cold Fusion 
The Mood Yo 
The Butter Bee 
The String Pilot (Butterfly shaped ProYo) 


Check www.proyo.com for details 


Come See Playmaxx’s New 


PROYO TRAINING CENTER «e 
International Museum of Yo-Yo History 


2947 E. Grant 
Decorators Square Shopping Center .. 
Tucson, AZ 85716 
520-322-0100, FAX 520-325-1614 
WwWw.proyo.com 
‘Lear to yo while looking at a very 
extensive historical exhibit of the yo-yo. 
Over 1,000 yo-yos on display. 
Open Mon.-Fri. 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., 
Sat. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Sun. 12:00-5:00 p.m. 
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Carter, (QUESTION: You are a CHARTER 
SUBSCRIBER to YYT. When he 
subscribes, would he be a CARTER 
SUBSCRIBER? ] 


Yo-Yo in the Head? 
All you alls are yo-yo in the 
head. 
kismetély.rmci.net 
[KISMET -- How did you know? We were 
trying to keep it a secret!) 


Club in Tampa, Fla.? 
I am 13 and have a collection of 
about 25 yo-yos and am still looking 
for nore. 
“' [know most of the tricks like 
the back of my hand and I am good. 
I am writing to you because | 
think I am ready for a tournament. 
Do you have a schedule of 
tournaments in the Tampa area? 
Javier Milanes 
Tampa, Fla, 
jlove5291$ 
[JAVIER -- We don't know of any 
contests in Tampa, but the Southeast 
Regional contest was be held in 
Tallahassee on Nov. 14, Also, there 
is a new yo-yo club in Tampa, It 
meets Friday nights 7:30-9 at the 
Bloomington Community Center. That's 
all we Know at this time. Can any 
readers help out?] 


Manufacturer’s Info 
[ am a pupil currently studying 
yo-yos and how they are manufactured, 
I would be grateful if you would 
send me any relevant information. 
(Miss) Dharaka Nathan 
Eltham, London U.K. 
: Tnai570399@aol.con 
[DHARAKA -- We don't know too much 
about how yo-yos are manufactured, but 
we are. sure that if you contact any of 
our advertisers, they'll be happy to 
help you.] 


Beginner Needs Help 
I am just starting with @ yo-yo. 
I would like to find on-line contacts 
for beginner's tricks--not too 
serious, but to impress my friends! 
Looked around UX sites and AYYA 
but they offered too much too soon. 
HELP! 
David, aged 9 


Reading Berks 
Gwhittd].@ao].com 
{DAVID -- See our section on BOOKS. } 


U.K. Yo-Yo Source? 

I live in England and recently 
bought an X-Brain yo-yo. 

1 am looking for other types of 
yo-yos and cannot find any. Are there 
any mail order services that post to 
England? 

I would like to buy a Wing Force 
and an RB-II by Yomega. 

Are there any other companies 
that make similar yo-yos? Can you 
tell me the internet web sites for 
these companies? 

Tin McLaugh in 
tind235ehotmail.com (Micheal Blundred) 
[TIM -- Use your “search” function to 
call up commercial yo-yo sites on 
line. The biggest is probably 
Infinite Illusions in Tallahassee, 
Florida. Also, you may be able to buy 
directly from the manufacturers. 

Also, check out our advertisers! They 
all make good yo-yos!] 


Whither the 
Firestorm? — 

My son is trying to find a yo-yo 
that he thinks may be called the 
“Firestorm. It must be 2 new 
product. I think it has a spring 
nechanisa. 

If this sounds familiar I would 
love to hear from you. We live in a 
small city, have one Toys R Us and one 
Cu-Bee Toy and Hobby. Xo luck 
finding anything there. Thank you 

Chery lyn 

allwet@borg.com 

([CHERYLYM --- The Firestorm is made by 
Yonega but distributed in the U.S. by 
Bandai. Try calling 714-816-9561. It 
is sinilar to the Yomega Fireball and 
has no spring mechanisn.] 
FOLLOW UP: SECOND LETTER: Thank you 
for returning my e-mail. We found the 
yo-yo yesterday at a specialty toy 
shop. The one my son wanted is called 
“Fireball.” He has played with it 
non-stop! Thank you for your help. 

Cherylyn 


Memories 
Hello yo-yo lovers. Qn Nov. 21, 
I turned 56, and my daughter gave me a 
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yo-yo for my birthday. The rumor is 
they're back! 
In the early 1950's in Meadville, 
Pa., I was city champ two years in a 
row, Duncan would sponsor us, and I 
had a collection of yo-yos I would now 
kill for. 
But all my baseball cards are 
also gone. 
Please recommend a way I can get 
a book of tricks. I still have a 
little of the old touch, and the new 
yo-yos are much better then the old 
wooden ones. 
Thanks and keep in touch. 
Fiore Bergamasco 
sasfabéunt.sas.com 
[FIORE -- A whole bunch of books are 
mentioned and advertised in this 
issue. Take your pick or, even 
better, get al] of them!) 


Science Teacher 
Seeks Aid 


My name is Suzie and I ana 
science teacher in Chicago. I am 
writing to you to find out if you have 
any information (books, p2ephlets, 


etc.) on teaching students physics 


through yo-yoiag. 

Iran across a book specifically 
for teachers a few years ago and was 
never able to find it again. Can you 
help with any suggestions? I'd 
appreciate it. 

Suzie 

Skwolf9 
(SUZIE -- Check out the companies that 
advertise in Yo-Yo Times. You might 
want to check out Duncan. A few years 
ago Duncan distributed a teacher's 
package that contained info on the 
science of yoing. It is available on 
the web, though we don’t have the 
address readily available. Use the 
SEARCH function on your cozguter or 
call Duncan at 216-634-1581. 

(By the way, if you find that 
book for teachers again and/or the web 
site, we'd like to know about it. 
Thanks. ] 


Science Project 
Hi, my name is Erik. I’m ina 
6th grade science club and a# working 
on a science project. 
I decided to test how long I can 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16] 


A Sweet Day 

in the Life of Dr. Yo 
by Tom Kuhn, 0.0.8. 

San Francisco, Calif. 
thyoyos@transbay.net 

[Here is a brief vignette of a 
recent day at my dental office. It 
captures a lot of the essence of why I 
love yo-yoing to this day.] 

“Dr. Kuhn,” the intercom informs 
fe, “there is a young visitor from San 
Luis Obispo in the waiting room with 
his parents, They're looking at the 
yo-yos in the showcase, and they'd 
love to meet you.” 

I have a few moments between 
patients and reach into my pocket for 
ny trusty, well-worn and chipped blue 
Roller Woody, put it on my finger and 
go out to greet 13-year-old Jess 
Hinkle and his parents Rick and 
Gretchen, 

Jess, a polite young lad, with a 
"Yo" t-shirt, happens to have a Roller 
Woody of his own, Within seconds we 
start throwing our. yo-yos and 
instantly bond in “the State of Yo." 


(It’s amazing how two strangers 
with yo-yos immediately connect 
regardless of their ages or 
backgrounds--any place, any time.) 

I do some rolls, pinwheels and 
double trapeze catches--nothing too 
exceptional--and Jess responds 
“Sweet!” He shows me some equally 
impressive moves as his parents smile 
and beam proudly. 

Then he shows me a trick that his 
friend taught hin called “The Comet.” 
It’s sort of like “Behind Bars” except 
the string streams back from just one 
finger on the right hand to spread out 
between all fingers on the left hand 
giving @ beautiful comet’s tail. 

I’m dazzled, as are a couple of 
patients in the waiting room. He 
teaches me the trick, and after a 
couple of tries, congratulates me when 
I do it right by saying, “Sweet.” 

What a lucky day. A five-minute 
yo-yo break in the waiting room and 
I’ve learned a great new trick from a 
13 year old who then actually 
congratulates me. The trick’s @ great 


Date Okiner's 


Signature line Yo-Yos 


Technic 


$7.00 
Wood Axle 


Tornado | ‘SS 
$13.00 
Ball-Bearing 


Torch 
$20.00 
LED Lighted 


TigerShark — Slick 


Yo-Yo Se 


Specially formulated 
for longer spins and 
smoother string tricks. 


$15.00 
"Butterfly" Style 
Ball Bearing plus 
Speed Rings 


Spintastics 
Skill Toys, Inc. 


visit our web site 
http: //www.spintastics.com 


Yo for It! 
Video $12 


Order address 


Yo-Yo Order 
PO, Box 1648 
Colleyville, TX 


76034 


ee * 
es 


NEW 
100 


gift, as is spending tine with Jess. 

] show them a beautiful 
handpainted Roller Woody and Sleep 
Machine given to my wife and me by 
Brad and Deb Countryman, and Jess says 
“Wow! Sweet!” (He likes this word, } 

We look at the other yo-yos in 
the showcase and also my personal 
Roller Woody, chipped and worn fron 
years of “Walking the Dog” and being 
carried in my pocket. I explain to him 
that the chips don’t bother me, that 
wood ages and develops character from 
use, and that each wooden yo-yo thus 
becomes unique, 

I explain that with only plastic 
yo-yos to be found, my quest for a 
good wooden yo-yo is what got ‘te ~ 
Started in business 22 years ago. For 
me, nothing feels as good in the hand 
as wood. Again he says “Sweet!” 

I fee) like saying “Jess, you are 
the one that is sweet--for being so 
perceptive and open to learning. For 
listening so well and appreciating 
beauty in life, you're emazing.” But 
I don’t want to make hin self- 
conscious by using that 
word or embarrassing him. 

So we do some more 
tricks, including a two- 
person trapeze, while his 
dad snaps lots of 
pictures. Then dentistry 
calls, and I bid Jess and 
his lovely parents a fond 
farewell. 

As I walk back to the 
treatment room grinning 
with my patient (a jazz 
musician) who had 
witnessed this 

interaction, we stop long 
enough to show the dental 
hygienist and assistant ny 
‘new “Comet” trick, 

"Heat! Cool! I can 
see it! ° they exclain, 

My patient then sits 
down in the dental chair, 
beaming a smile, and says, 
“Wow! That was an awesome 
scene!" 

I respond, “Wan, it 
sure was. How about that 
kid! Wasn't he SWEET?!" 


6, 


Not reccomended for looping 
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get my yo-yos to sleep. J have three 
different types-- Fireball, Powerspin 
and a SabreWing Brain. 

Do you have any tips or 
suggestions that could 
inprove my project? 

Thanks. I'l] let you know how it 
turns out. 

Erik 

NBFG31F@prodigy.com (MR K E WICK) 
[ERIK -- WOW! A neat project! A 
couple of ideas: Get a few more yo- 
yos. Make sure the strings are all 
the same length. Time the yo-yo from 
the instant it hits the bottom to the 
point it stops spinning. Do each yo- 
yo a dozen times and average all the 
tines together. Get several different 
people to try it. Try standard yo-yos 
(fixed axle like BC, Duncan, 3 in 1 
Ho-Jive and/or ProYo) with and without 
wax on the string (don’t put too 
nuch). We hope these ideas help. 


Health Benefits 

I am writing a speech on yo-yos. 
I was wondering if you have any 
references on yo-yos and health 
benefits. 

I have heard that yo-yos relieve 
carpal tunnel stress and relieve 
stress in general, [ find this is 
true. 

Another issue I am wondering 
about is if there is any information 
on the psychological effects of yoing. 
I find that yoing improves self- 
confidence and self-esteem, but I need 
Hore than just my words or opinion. 

For my references I need to have 
published information on these topics. 
’ Tf you can direct me to any 
periodicals or books containing 
information that might help ne, I 
would greatly appreciate it. Thank 
you. 

Mark Lan 
Huangtow@yahoo.con 
[MARK -- Perhaps a reader will see 
your letter and respond. Also, we 
briefly touched on the subject in our 
book, It’s Yo-Yo Time! 


Which Yo-Yo to Buy? 

I an a Danish boy. I can do 200 
“loops,” and I can also do the “Brain 
Twister,” “Texas Star and other 
tricks. 


I need a good yo-yo. I don’t want 
to spend a lot of money--about $15-30 
dollars. 

What. would you recommend? The 
yo-yo should loop, and spin for at 
least 25 seconds. 

Jakob Brinck 
jbrinckéforun.dk (Jade Hansen) 
[JAKOB -- Several yo-yos will meet 
your needs. Contact our advertisers 
and see what they recommend. ] 


In Memoria 

I visited your site and thought 
it was pretty cool. I would like to 
add a link to this site to a page that 
lists links to sites for preteen and 
young teen kids. 

The page is part of a emorial to 
ny 13-year-old son, who was killed by 
a hit-and-run driver last October. At 
the start of 8th grade last year, my 
son, JD, was known at his school as 
"The Yo-Yo King.” 

I also have @ 10-year-old 
daughter who's not much into yo-yos, 
but a lot of my son’s friends are, 
which is why I thought the link would 
be nice. 

- . You can visit the site as it is 


‘listed below. The link will be on the 


page titled JD's Fun Sites. Thanks. 
Jody Daniels 
Jdznonéaol. com 
http://members.aol.com/JDZNOM/ INDEX. 
HTML 
[JODY: You sound like a terrific mon. 
Your letter touched us. Feel free to 
use anything we can share xith you.) 


Today on "“Today~ 
On the Today Show this morning 
(date unknown}, when Katy Couric was 
interviewing Mrs. Reagan at the Reagan 
Library, they showed some yo-yos 
that President Reagan used to use. 
Nancy said he enjoyed playing with 
then, and she goes through the hand 
notion of throwing @ yo-yo. He 
particularly liked and used a gold 
one. Hope you saw it. 
Lewis Hewmyer 
yo-yo-sparkyéwebty net 


Contests? . 
We haven't been able to find much 

info about yo-yo competitions in the 

southeast (we are in Raleigh, N.C.). 
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Can you tell us where to find that 
info? 
Charlie Tanzini and his Mon, 
Ann 0. Bingham 
abinghanéprodigy.con 
[CHARLIE -- We don’t know of any 
contests in your area. Why not 
sponsor your own contest? Contact 
your local toy store. Let us know how 
you make out.] 


Transaxle Problems 

I recently purchased @ transaxle 
yo-yo and when first using it, it came 
back up with no problem but after 
using it a few days it started to not 
come back up. 

Now after I wind it, after about 
3 to 4 throws it 
does not seem to grab and will not 
come back up. I have tried tightening 
the string, but it doesn't seen to 
help. 

If you could tell me what I am 
doing wrong or what I have to do that 
would be great. Thank you. 

Paul Becker 

phbeckerehotnail.con 
[PAUL -- It sounds like you need to 
change your string, Transxles tend to 
ruin-strings after a long play period, 
but they (the strings) don’t break 
because they don’t rub the axle. Try 
it and let us know if it works. ] 


Spintastics Video 

I recently attended a yo-yo 
exhibition by a very good yo-yo 
“master.” My son and daughter are 
just getting started in the sport. We 
have the Klutz book. The yo-yo master 
recommended a video called 
“Spintastics” as the best one to teach 
our kids. Do you know hon we can find 
it? 

Do you have other recommendations 
regarding books, videos, yo-yo summer 
schools, etc? Maybe I can get into 
it, too, and relive my youth. Thanks, 

Larry louie 

larrylenovareadvisors.con 
{Larry -- The “Yo for It!” video 
featuring Dale Oliver is available 
from Spintastics Skill Toys, 3121 
Birch Ave., Grapevine, TX 76051 for 
$10 plus $3 StH. Several other good 
tapes and books are advertised in Yo- 
Yo Times. Why not get then all?) 


rest Yo MOOD 


PLAYMAXX introduces the new 
ProYo MOOD Yo. 


How Cool are you? Place your thumb on the 
circle and see the black change from 
“No Cool” black, to “Lo Cool” red, 
to “So Cool” green, and if you’re 
| “Yo Cool” --- blue. 


Available directly from Playmaxx, phone 520-623-7085 -- 
or soon to be available through stores near you. 


THE WORLOS BEST ONE PIECE WOODEN YO-YO 
CONTACT: BILk CRESS 

28 WORCESTER DRIVE 

WAYNE NEW JERSEY 07470 

4-800-323-2534 

FA% 973-694-69€5 
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In Cash? 
Can 1 send the subscription cost 
in cash? 
Greg 
markkan€pacific.net.$¢ 
[REPLY: Sure, if you trust the mail. 
An idea: Do you have any new tricks? 
Ye give a free 6-month subscription 
for every new trick we print. Let us 
know. ] 


More History 
My name is David and I am a real 
yo-yoer. I read The Little Book of 
Yo-Yos and have a couple of questions. 
Hew old were you when you started yo- 
yoing? Can you do all of those tricks 
in your book? “What kind of yo-yo do 
you like the best? I like the 
butterfly. I can do the “Sleeper” for 
five seconds. 
Daniel Bicket 
Houston, 1X 
(GANIEL: Lam flattered by your 
questions. I started yoing at age 9 
or 10. Yes, I can do all the tricks 
in the Little Book but not all of the 
tricks in It's Yo-Yo Time! When 
cerforming, I find that I can do my 
best with a transaxle on wy right hatid 
(for all the sleeper and string 
tricks) and a regular yo-yo on my left 
hand) for the looping tricks. 1 
prefer not to ‘push one manufacturer's 
yo-yo over that of another, so I won't 
sey which brand I like the best. In 
fect, I use different brands at 
different times. I hope this helps 
you! --"Professor Yo-Yo") 


The Best Yo-Yo 
What kind of yo-yo do you 


-- recommend for a beginner? Is a Sonic 


Spin good? 

Also, what web page do you 
recommend for learning tricks? 

TRAXXAS82 

[TRAX-- In fairness to the many fine 
yo-yo makers, we don’t make specific 
reconmendations of which are the best 
yo-yos. Yes, the Sonic Spin is a good 
one. What other kinds are you 
familiar with? Yo-yos are so cheap-- 
and they're almost all good--that we 
reconmend you try several different 
ones and decide for yourself. Write 
or calt any of our advertisers, or 
check your local, quality toy store. 


Also, there are a number of good yo-yo 
web pages. Try them'all! The book 
with the most tricks (more than 350) 
is published by us, It’s Yo-Yo Tine! 
See our ad in this issue. There are 
also several other fine yo-yo books 
available. Also, check out the 
instructional tapes. ] 


Tricks Needed 


Can you please send me some tricks and 
show me how to do them? 

Zlev27 
(Zlev -- Every issue of our newsletter 
contains new tricks. See our answer 
to Trax's letter above.] 


Shoot for the 
Satellite 
When I was much younger, I kad a 
Duncan Satellite. What can you tell 
me about it? Is it still available 
anywhere? 
Larry Thornton 

calvaryénenontel.net 
(Can any of our readers help Larry? 
Lucky Meisenheimer is cur collecting 
expert. Give hin a call at 
487-351-8489. And/or get a copy of 
Collectible American Yo-Yos, 1920s- 
1970s: Historical Reference & Value 
Guide, by Chris Cook of Spokane, Wash. 
It is available from Collector Books, 
P.0. Box 3009, Paducah, KY 42002, 
(book #4849); $16.95 + $2 S&H: call 
toll-free 1-800-626-5420.) 


New Collector 
I am a brand new yo-yo collector. 
Is there a book that shows pictures 
and prices of yo-yos? 
Bill Lyde 
“~ biydeéghgcorp,com 
(Bill -- Get a copy of Chris Cook's 
book on yo-yo collecting. See the 
answer to the previous letter for the 
address. ] 


Writing a History 

I am writing @ book about the 
history of the yo-yo and spin top 
demonstrators. 1 want all of the 
demonstrators from Pedro Flores to 
current day to have their place in 
history assured. 

I need help obtaining lists of 
everyone who demonstrated for Duncan, 
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Royal, Cheerio and the smaller 
companies such as Festival, Alox, 
Whirl King and so on. 

_ I need any information you have 
on demonstrators who are still alive-- 
phone numbers, addresses, e-mail, etc. 

[ imagine it will take a few 
years to compile everything. I'm 
interested in anecdotes, personal 
glimpses, prison records, who got in 
fights with whom, who left on good 
terms, who left on bad--I want it all. 

The book will be an unbiased, 
unvarnished account of the men and 
women who spent years on the road in 
lonely hotel rooms, spreading the 
skills of yo-yo and spin tops. 

I would like to set up interviews with 
as many people as possible, end | 
would also like any photos. All 
materials will be copied and returned 
as quickly as possible, and everyone 
who contributes will receive full 
credit in the book. 

They deserve it. Let’s make this 
happen. 

Steve Brown 

2000 N. Meridian Rd. Apt. 323 
Tallahassee, FL 42303 
850/383-1967, elvisyoyoing.com 


Do Any Companies 
Sponsor Yo-Yoers? 

1 am 13, and have been e-mailing 
a lot of companies to see if any of 
them sponsor yo-yoers but have had no 
responses so far. 

I can do a lot of tricks, but I’m 
not great yet. 

I have been yo-yoing for $ months 
now and can do every trick in the 
Duncan trick book except for 
“Splitting the Atom," “Whirlybird,” 
“Ursa Major” (the book has a bad 
description}, "Spaghetti,* and “Shoot 
for the Woon.” If you know of any 
companies or places please e-mail re 
back. 

Todd J. 
Lexington KY 
CallWeToDd@aol.con 
(TODD -- Check out our advertisers!] 


SMOTHERS 
BROTHERS 


If you're a fan of The Yo-Yo Nan, 
Tom Smothers, and his brother, Dick, 
here is the schedute of upcoming 


appearances by the Smothers Brothers. 
Flease check your local listings for 
details. 

1999 Performances: 
dan. 8-9, Honolulu, Hiwait, Symphony 
dan. 14-17, Harrahs, Reno, Nev. 
dan, 19-24, Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas, 
Key, 
den. 31-Feb. 8, Tom at Pebble Beach 
€clf Tournament 
Feb. 7, Comedy Awards, Los Angeles, 
Calif.. 
Feb. 13, San Luis Obispo, Calif. 
Feb. 26, York, Pa. 
Feb. 27, Rahway, Nd. 
Warch 3-7, Riverside, Laughlin, Nev. 
Way 5, Columbia, Md. 
May 7-9, Omaha, Neb. symphony 
May 14, Wisconsin Dells, Wisc. 
May 15, Lancaster, Pa. 
Kay 16, Westbury, K.Y., with Kingston 
irio 
hug. 3-8, Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas, 
Kev, ; 
dct. 19-24, Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas, 
Key, 


STRING THINGS | 


¢ We have been informed that 
Kick Dressler of Grand View Mesa, AZ 
602/981-6335, has designad a product 
celled YoFinga made of pig skin, ‘It 
cones in a variety of colors, SUL 
sizes, and comes in @ Ziplock bag. 
Retail $1.50. We have no other 
details at-this time. 

6 The new eXtréme Grip String 
goes on the slipknét end of the string 
and is guaranteed to improve your 
performance. We tested it in three 
stores and found that 75% of those who 
purchased a yo-yo also bought a Grip,” 
company manager Napoleon Smith said. 
“It has colored string and a silicon 
rubber grip guard on the slip knot. 
One size fits all, It provides a nice 
cushion and prevents circulation fron 
being cut off to your finger.” Look 
for it at your favorite yo-yo stores. 
For information on buying bulk orders, 
you can contact the company at Yo-Yo 
Zone, 210 £. Bristol Rd., Warminster, 
PA 18974, 215/206-9696, 
wen. yoyozone.com: call 888-525-YoYo 
for catalog. “The evolution of the 
yo-yo is finally complete,” Napoleon 
szid. “Yo-yos have gone through 
tremendous changes in recent years, 


but the same thing hasn't haopened for 
string--until now. It's great for 
loops." 

@ Yo-Pro, a division of Mauch 
Vehicle Accessories Inc., 2230 20th 
Ave SE, Medicine Hat, Alberta THA 3x9 
CANADA, 403/527-7826, has introduced 
the YoWizard, a comfort band with 
tangle-free swivel, which orotects 
your finger and makes play easier. $4 
retail. 

¢ Yomega Corp., 638 Guequechan 
St. #22, P.O. Box 4146, Fall River, MA 
02723, 508/672-7399, 800/338-8796, has 
introduced Yo Tape, a soft, flexible, 
self-adhering tape that “helps to 
extend play time.’ Availeble in neon 
green, purple, blue and red. $3.95, 
yomega.com 

e@ Dale Oliver reports that his 
company, Spintastics Skill Toys Inc., 
3121 Birch Ave., Grapevine, TX 76051, 
817/318-7746, e-mail 
Spintasticéaol.com, has introduced 
“Slick 6,° a 6-ply string (most are 8- 
ply) specially formulated for long- 
spinnings and for string tricks, ‘It 
spins longer,” Dale said, “because it 
is thinner and is not all cotton. it 
has a special formulation for longer 
strings. It is not recommended for 
looping tricks unless you're using a 
yo-yo with a narrow string gap. It 
will work with transaxles and regular 
axles. The string is smoother and 
slicker. Everybody who tried it said 
they could spin it longer.’ Cost: 
$10/100. 


BRIEFS 


@ We hate to throw cold water on 
our favorite parade--namely, the march 
of yo-yos to the top of the toy shelf- 
-but we're seeing early evidence that 
the current yo-yo fad may have peaked. 
Evidence: in our Summer 1998 issue, 
we reported that “Yo-yos continue [to 
move] slowly up the charts on The Toy 
Book trade magazine's ‘What's Hot!’ 
department from #14 in August, #10 in 
October and #11 in November, January 
and February, to #3 in March and #1 in 
April, Way and June among all ‘top- 
selling non-TV-pronoted toys.’° Well, 
Duncan Yo-Yos slipped to #4 on the 
list in October 1998, but inched back 
up to #3 on the November 1998 list, 
behind Spice Girls Dolls and Talking 
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Teletubbies. Meanwhile, Yomega Yo-Yos 
slippped--or was it a climb upward?-- 
from #6 on the list of “non-T¥- 
promoted toys’ to #15 on the list of 
"TY-promoted toys.” The magazine does 
not make it clear whether the move 
from “non-TY¥-promoted toy” to “TY- 
promoted toy’ is a step upward, 
downward or lateral. bGuncan Yo-Yos 
have been on the list for 18 
consecutive months, far longer on the 
“none” list than any other toy except 
Beanie Babies (25 months). Yomega has 
been on the one or the other lists for 
6 months. 

¢ for the first time we know of, 
a yo-yo wholesaler has taken the 
unprecedented step of opening his line 
to the yo-yo enthusiast at the 
wholesale price. Ahearne Trading LLC, 
97 Gamefield Rd., Norfolk, CT 06058, 
860-542-5768, imports two models of 
the Black Mamba yo-yo. “You can enjoy 
buying at the wholesale price,” 
managing director/CEO Tony Ahearne 
said. Minmum order is 24 units at 
this price. “It shouldn’t be too uch 
trouble to organize a group of your 
friends to buy a minimum order,” Tony 
said. Payment must be included with 
the order, along with your check, 
money or credit card number. For 
prices, see Ahearne’s full-page ad in 
this issue. 

@ This wholesale business seems 
to be catching on. Another 
distributor of the Black Mamba, 
Infinity Inc., P.0. Box $, Langhorne, 
PA 19047, BOO/STICKS-3 (784-2573), 
215/750-6025, fun€infinitytoys.com, is 
also offering its yo-yos at wholesale 
prices, See full-page ad in this 
issue, 

@ Check out the History Channel 
on Dec. 18 for a 2-hour special on 
toys. That piece of news comes fron 
“Or, Toy” Stevanne Auerbach, Ph.D., at 
drtoy€drtoy.com.. 


SHOPTALK 
YYT Deadlines 


The deadline for submitting news, 
stories, tricks, classified ads, 
advertisements, etc. for the next 
issue (Spring 1999) of Yo-Yo Times is 
April 1, 1999, 


Fighting the Millennium Bug 


As every computer wiz knows, the coming millennium (the 
yeer 2000 or 2001) is wreaking havoc with computer systems 


all eround the world. Ours is no exception. 


Rather than invest thousands of dollars in costly new 
software or in re-writing our old software, we have chosen a 


very simple approach to “solving” the problem for our 
readers. See the date line on your mailing label. 


Subscriptions ending with 8/98 expire with the current 


issue, which you are holding in your hands right now. 


Subscriptions ending with °10/98° or °10/99,° normally 
would end with the Winter issue of that particular year. 
However, because the issue you are holding in your hands is 
a conbined Fall-Winter issue, you will also receive the 


Spring issue. 


Subscriptions ending with “4/99° or “4/00° end with the 
Spring issue of that year (which will be extended to include 


the Sunmer issue, as explained above), 
Subscriptions ending in 2000 and beyond will be 
desisnated by the numbers “00,° “01,” etc. 


Gnce the calendar reaches the year 2000, and all of the 
1999 expiration dates have been passed, we will go back into 


the software and remove individually by hand each 
subscription ending in-the 1990's, 


We hope this is not too confusing for our readers. We 
pronise to keep it straight ourselves to meke sure you get 


the full complement of issues that you have paid for. 


We recommend that you do not cut your newsletter. 


Instezd, photocopy this coupon, or simply copy the 


inforkation helow on a sheet of paper, and send it along 
with your payment. If this is a renewal, PLEASE INCLUDE YoUR 
ACCOUNT NUMBER (which appears above your name on the mailing 


label). Also, put this account number on your check. 

[ ] KEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 

(account no. J . 
[-} 1 year $12 [ ] 2 years $18 [ ] 3 years $24 

Please include your mailing label and indicate new 


infornation or changes here: 


NAME 


a 


ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


arn eeeeeer eee RO eeeeeemeeeeeenemneemeeeemeeetmamneemaet 


E-WAIL ADDRESS 


4 


b'} 
iA 


ee 


If one of the categories 
above is checked, 
send your renewal today to: 


Yo-Yo TIMES 
P.0. Box 1519-FH98 
Herndon, VA 20172 


PLEASE FORWARD 


Check the expiration date on your label. If it is... 


Prior to 8/98 -- Your subscription has expired! 
8/98 ~- Your subscription expires with this issue. 
Please renew today! 

10/98 -- Your- subscription expires with the next 
issue. Please renew today! 

This is a sample copy. To become a regular 
subscriber, send in your payment today. (See coupon 
belov.) 

If this box is checked, it means yours is a 
complimentary subscription. We give out a few 
complimentary subscriptions, primarily to 
journalists plus @ few friends of the yo-yo. If you 
would like to continue receiving YYT, please let us 
know, Otherwise, this may be your final issue. We 
invite you to become a paid subscriber! 

If this box is checked, it means your subscription 
is part of your American Yo-Yo Association 
membership (in most cases). Check with the AYYA, 
International subscribers, please add ¢4 per year 
for air mail postage & handling; please submit your 
check, money order or VISA or MasterCard in U.S. 
funds only. 

8/98 or before -- Jf this box is checked, this is 
your LAST ISSUE unless you renew, 

12/98 -- Yours is a complimentary subscription. If 
this box is checked, this is your LAST ISSUE unless 
you let us know you wish to continue receiving.YYT. 


Seem eee women ert wees: + tweens. Seen ewes seme eee 


FIRST CLASS 
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Wail the coupon (or a copy) today to the address below, - '{ 
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